
Russian Smiles 
(Two students at an Australian university are talking.) 
M: Hi! I think I’ve seen you in Biology class, right?  
W: Yeah… 
M: Well, I’m in it, too! Do you mind if I ask your name? 
W: Oh, I’m Maria. How about you? 
M: Well, my real name is A-ki-hi-ro. But you can just call me Aki. 
W: Wow, Aki-hiro like Superhero? Maybe I can ask you for some biology 
help if I need it? Ha-ha… 
M: Yeah, sure! So, where are you from, Maria? 
W: Well, I’m from Russia. 
M: Wow, so THAT’S why you’re so beautiful! 
W: Ha ha. Yeah, maybe. And where are YOU from? 
M: I’m from Japan. Ah! I’m pretty homesick, too. Right now it’s winter in 
Japan. I love it so much. But it’s hot here in Australia. 
W: Yeah, it’s winter in Russia, too! However, I don’t miss that season at 
all. Though, it IS really beautiful in winter.  
M: Hey, may I ask a question? 
W: Of course! 
M: Is it really so cold in winter in Russia as everybody says? 
W: Do you mean -30 degrees and lower? That’s true! 
M: What?! Really?! I’d be frozen to death there!  
W: Ha-ha. I don’t think so. It’s possible to live in such temperatures. 
M: Maybe Russians can, but I’m not sure about myself! By the way, is it 
because of such cold weather that Russians don’t smile so often? 
W: What? No, of course, no! This stereotype is kind of funny, but it’s not 
so true, I think. Some Russians DO smile and laugh, and almost everyone 
laughs when they’re with close friends and relatives.  
M: Oh, I see. Should I think that WE are friends, or already something 
bigger? 
W: Why do you think so? 
M: Because YOU’ve been smiling at me during all of our conversation! 
W: Ha ha. OK-OK, I think you can ask me out on a date. 
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