
Haggling over Prices       (Written by Perline Kusunoki) 

W: Jake, which laptop do you think I should get?  
M: Well, I’d recommend the one that I have. So, that’s THIS computer.  
W: OK, sounds good. I’ll ask the clerk more about this computer and see 
if I can haggle over the price.  
M: But the banner in front of the store says no negotiating prices. And 
it’s already within your budget… 
W: Just watch and learn. There is no price that isn’t negotiable. We 
consumers are brainwashed by companies that we are supposed to pay 
the price marked on goods, but that isn’t the case.     
M: Ha-ha. That sounds impossible, but I’ll watch and learn.  
W: Excuse me?  
M (clerk): Yes, how may I help you?  
W: I’d like to buy this computer, but the price is just UNacceptable.   
M (clerk): I’m sorry ma’am. I’m not allowed to make the price any lower 
than thi…  
W: Don’t you understand? This computer is worth way more than the 
price that it’s being sold for! The original price 6,000 yen is too cheap. I 
want to buy it for 10 times the original price, so make it 60,000 yen. 
M(clerk): Are you SURE you want to pay that much? We have a no-
return policy. 
W: Of course, I’m sure! Stop asking me before I change my mind!  
M(clerk): Well, in that case, I’d be happy to change the price for you! 
Please sign here… and here…and here is your new computer. Have a 
nice day! 
W: Thank you. You too!... See Jake? It’s easy to negotiate prices when 
you ask for a higher price.  
M(Jake): What? What are you doing? You’re supposed to negotiate for a 
LOWER price! Negotiating isn’t the main objective; lowering the price is! I 
can’t believe you just bought a laptop for 60,000 yen! 
       (Written by Perline Kusunoki) 



*** It's a Good Expression *** 
（今回の重要表現） 
 
haggle over prices 
値段の交渉をする 
 
clerk 
店員 
 
banner 
のぼり 
 
negotiate prices 
値段の交渉をする 
（=haggle over prices） 
 
It’s within your budget. 
予算内の 
 
brainwash 
洗脳する 
 
unacceptable 
受け⼊れられない 
 
worth way more than 
〜よりもはるかに値打ちがある 
 
no-return policy 
返品不可 
 
objective 
⽬的 


